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Sea Turtles are one of the largest and most beloved animals
associated with Florida coastal habitats. However, there is a
tiny creature that depends on the coastal dune system that
few get a chance to see, the beach mouse. As the name im-
plies. beach mice make their heme on beaches and in nearky
dunes. These mice are a subspecies of the Cldfeld mouse.
There are eight subspecies, five on the Gulf Coast, two on the
Atlantic, and one extinct species.

The Florida Panhandle has four beach mouse subspecies
They are, the 5t Andrew beach mouse, Choctawhatchee
beach mouse, Santa Rosa beach mouse and the Perdida Key
beach mouse, Beach mice utilize the primary and secondary
dunes for food. water, cover, and raising young. They have
mary burrows throughout the dunes and forage on seeds.
fruits of beach plants. and insects Beach mice are most ac-
tive during the night and considered to be nocturnal. Under
the cover of darkness, they make several trips in and out of
their burrows to find and cache food, Feeding activities of
beach mice disperse seeds and plants, adding to the health
of the dune ecosystem

Worldwide, the biggest threat to ecosystem bicdiversity is
habitat loss and fragmentation, Since beach mice are depen-
dent on one specific type of habitat, it makes them suscep-
tible to natural and human created disturbances. Due to loss
of their primary and secondary dune habitats, all the beach
rmice excent for one are classified threatened or endangerad
The Santa Rosa beach mouse is the only subspecies that is
nat listed as threatenad or endangered due to maost of their
habitat being protected within conservation lands on Santa
Rosa Island.

The Choctawhatches beach mouse range is limited to Florida
from Choctawhatchee Bay in Okaloosa County to St Andrew
Bay in Bay County. Populations on conservation lands are
found in the sand dunes on Shell Island, Grayton Beach and

Topsail Hill.

WVery little inforrmation is available about the life history of the
Choctawhatchee beach mouse, so information about the
Oldfield mouse species is generally accepted as the same
Breeding peaks during the winter months, but can occuryear
around if there is adequate food avallable. Beach mice are
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manegamaous and will mate with anly ane partner at a time,
The total gestation pericd for a beach mouse is 23 days, with
the female giving bkirth to four pups per litter. Females are
also capable of breeding 24-hours aftar giving birth,

Beach mice populations are continually monitored to track
mevament, growth, and reproduction. The comman method
for population counts is through the use of traps and track
tubes that record mice tracks. Track indices have been devel-
oped ta estimate mouse abundance

A collaboration of three state agencies just concluded a five
day population study of the Chectawhatchee beach mousein
soUth Walton County. The purposs of this effort was to study
the movement in heavily {beach mice) populated areas and
the effects of non-native predators on those populations.
Predators specifically studied were feral cats, foxes and coy-
otes. The study also evaluated the 2011 re-introduction of 50
beach mice, fraom the Topsail Hill Preserve State Park popula-
tion into the Grayton Beach State Park population, Reintro-
duction was done to boost numbers of the mice in that area
and expand the gene pool for the subspecies,

The data from the current effort is still being analyzed but
positive results are expected due to healthy beach mice be-
ing found in areas of focus and some new areas, Public lands
such as parks and wildlife refuges are important for the pres-
ervation of beach mice as well as other coastal dune species
that utilize similar habitats. It is important that awareness be
shared on these and other species to help these efforts to
keep our habitats safe and healthy,
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